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M a d e le in e  B u n tin g  
R e lig io u s  A ffa irs  E d ito r

LABOUR has urged the 
Government to plug a 
I  loophole,, in housing 
benefit^w hich B riG  
äin’s richestand fastest grow­

ing - Buddhist - sect __ has : ex­
ploited to  fund the purchase 
of „a series,-^of J  substantial 
properties. )
• C hrisSm ith , the shadow 

social security spokesmanr 
urged ah immediate investi­
gation into the New Kadampa 
Tradition (NKT), a Buddhist 
sect set up in 1991 which now 
has over 20 affiliated residen­
tial centres. Former members 
claim that the majority of the* 
300-odd .residential members 
are on housing benefit, which 
is paid in rent to the centres 
to fund their mort gages.
- The Department of Social 
Security is effectively subsi­
dising the NKTs expansion to 
the tune of hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds.

Mr Sm ith said: “ There 
must be an immediate Inves­
tigation. If there is a loophole, 
the Government should plug

i t  as rapidly, as - possible.’,’ 
Meanwhile, members ;of; the 
NKT are Involved in a series 
of dem onstrations -as .the 
Dalai Lama arrives in Europe 
today ahead of his arrival in 
Britain on Monday, j  Coach­
loads -are leaving .from the 

I “NKTs headquarters joear Ul- 
verston, Cumbria, to attend a 
demonstration ̂  organised ̂  by 
the Shugden Supporters Com-' 
tnunity in Zurich. T w V P i  

The demonstrators ,-T7 ;Üiey 
claim that the Dalai TJrrina op­
presses religious freedom be­
cause he has banned a centu­
ries-old spiritual practice:—  
are'also planning -to' picket 
the Buddhist Society^n Lon­
don on Tuesday.
‘^Organisers of the u a b lT a * * 
ma's UK"; visit- arelincreas- 
Ingly anxious about the possi- 
bility of disruption'from* the 
activities of the ShugdenSüp-, 
porters Comm uni ty.fSSC).^»- 
jT he ; Tibet government ? in 
exile has vigorously denied 
the allegations against S the 
Dalai lam a as “baseless."
3 More details have emerged 

following the Guardian's in­
vestigation,'' p ublished last 
week, of how .NKT-affiliated 
residential ■ centres , use^the 
benefit system
A ^ r iy ^ a ^ m n p |> iJ ih A > .'T rn 1 ..jsis
head  q u a rte rs*  at C o n ish eaff gm lar-ati-vi n

than L500 followers." likely 
generate *a surplus * 6 t  l v \  
over £100,000.

Form er., members^ or r t’ 
NKT have’ come ̂ forward 1 
I claim that'-hearly all -the a 

Tproximatelv SO.residents'1 
Comshead Priory .are. ön M 
come "support and -housii 
benefit, ‘.which >they pay 4  
ren t With rents of £160-£190 
month, ■ this famounts 'to"tl 
Department of Social Securf 
paying-out more than £13.0 
a month In'benefits. Ex-NB 
members claim this pattern 

(duplicated at many centres’; 
filiated to the NKT. *§ 
-Conishead Priory has aen 

oped ̂ anqther 'source ‘ df j 
comet during *vthe festiva. 
held three times' a yeatJRe 
dents have to leave the rtjoi 
for "which '“they ̂ receive t 
benefit to make wayfoi 
ing guests?

Chris. Bussell had 
monk In  the NKT;afc V h  
ston for two years'before 
left last year. .. - _ * . -

Ultimately Mr BusseS ! 
be was receiving money 
was not en title d -go M 
founder of the NKT Is e Pf 
rec lu siv e  Tibetan fefo: 
called -Geshe IKelsahg ̂  
Bussell d ed d ea to h sx ib


